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A BILL

FOR AN ACT relating to elections; to amend section 32-1119,
Rei ssue Revised Statutes of Nebraska; to require recounts to
be done nmanually at the office of the election comn ssioner
or county «clerk; and to repeal the original section.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 32-1119, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

32-1119. (1) If it appears as evidenced by the abstract of
votes that any candidate failed to be nonmnated or elected by a nargin
of (a) one percent or less of the votes received by the candi date who
recei ved the highest nunber of votes for the office at an election in
which nmore than five hundred total votes were cast or (b) two percent
or less of the votes received by the candidate who received the
hi ghest nunber of votes for the office at an election in which five
hundred or less total votes were cast, then such candidate shall be
entitled to a recount. Any |losing candidate may waive his or her right
to a recount by filing a witten statement with the Secretary of
State, election conmissioner, or county clerk with whom he or she made
his or her filing. Al expenses of a recount under this section shal
be paid by those political subdivisions involved in the recount.

(2) Recounts shall be made by the county canvassing board
which officiated in making the official county canvass of the election
returns. |If any nenber of the county canvassing board cannot
participate in the recount, another person shall be appointed by the
el ection conm ssioner or county clerk to take the nenber's place.

(3) Recounts for candidates who filed with the Secretary of
State shall be nmade on the fifth W.dnesday after the election and
shall comence at 9 a.m The Secretary of State shall inform each
el ection conmissioner or county clerk of the nanes of the candidates
for which the board of state canvassers deens a recount to be
necessary.

(4) The election conmissioner or county clerk shall be
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responsible for recounting the ballots for those candidates for whom
the county canvassing board deems a recount to be necessary. The
recount shall be nade as soon as possible after the adjournment of the
county canvassing board, except that if a recount is required under
subsection (3) of this section, the recounts nay be conducted
concurrently.

(5) The Secretary of State, election conmissioner, or county
clerk shall notify all candidates whose ballots will be recounted of
the time, date, and place of the recount. Candidates whose ballots
will be recounted may be present or be represented by an agent
appoi nted by the candi date.

(6) Fhe—procedures—for—the—recounting—of—ballets—shall—be

The recount audit shall be done manually and shall be conducted

use—of —the device— M —substantial—echanges—are found—the ballots
hall ¢l I : Lo . . hich it
reflect a substantial —change— office of the election commissioner

or county clerk

Sec. 2. Oiginal section 32-1119, Reissue Revised Statutes

of Nebraska, is repeal ed.



